
Graduate Research 
Fellowships 

 
The Review 

 
 



2 

Reviewers see many applications (>30). 
 Write your application with the reviewers in 

mind. 

•  Make your application simple, clear, and easy to read.  

•  Show your excitement and potential. 
 
•  Reviewers are not all experts in your particular area. Use 

language that any scientist can understand and 
emphasize the significance and innovativeness of your 
ideas. 
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The following 5 elements should be considered in the review for both 
criteria (from NSF): 
 
1.What is the potential for the proposed activity to: 

 a. Advance knowledge and understanding within its own field or 
 across different fields (Intellectual Merit);   
 b. Benefit society or advance desired societal outcomes  (Broader 
 Impacts)? 

 
2. To what extent do the proposed activities suggest and explore creative, 
original, or potentially transformative concepts? 
 
3. Is the plan for carrying out the proposed activities well-reasoned, well-
organized, and based on a sound rationale? Does the plan incorporate a 
mechanism to assess success? 
 
4. How well qualified is the individual, team, or organization to conduct the 
proposed activities? 
 
5. Are there adequate resources available to the PI (either at the home 
organization or through collaborations) to carry out the proposed activities? 
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Lets compare examples of 2 successful NSF 
applications – very different backgrounds and 

experiences: 
 
 
 

Marreo-Ortiz (Chemistry, 2015) 
Walker (Biomedical Engineering, 2016) 
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• http://www.clairemckaybowen.com/fellowships.html 
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Some examples of reviewer comments: 
http://www.malloryladd.com/nsf-grfp-advice.html 
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• Advice from established reviewers 
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NIH F31 Predoctoral Fellowships 
 
Some examples: 
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-contracts/sample-
applications#f31 
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• Questions? 


